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The          Newsletter    

By Berta Simic 

The 48th annual Western History Association conference took 

place October 22nd-25th, 2008 in Salt Lake City, Utah.   This 

yearôs theme was ñRisky Businessò and included over 55 

sessions.  This yearôs conference proved to be very popular 

with over 850 registrants participating in the conference ac-

tivities.     

The Wednesday program sessions were devoted to method-

ologies of teaching Western history in the K-20 classroom.   

Approximately 50 local high school teachers participated in 

these sessions.   That evening, conference attendees were 

treated to a welcoming reception sponsored by Chevron, 

which took place in the 23rd Floor Event Center of the Wells 

Fargo Building.  The reception room boasted floor to ceiling 

windows offering breathtaking views of Salt Lake Valley and 

the city of Salt Lake itself.   

The remainder of the week was loaded with exciting program 

sessions, special events, and tours high-

lighting the host city and state.   Four tours 

took place on Thursday.  The first tour vis-

ited major landmarks in Salt Lake City 

from the latter half of the 19th and 20th 

centuries.  For the second tour, a bus took 

interested participants on a three-stop tour 

that included visits to he Kennecott Copper 

Mine, the largest open pit mining operation 

in the world, the company town of 

Coppperton, and finally to Daybreak, an 

eco-friendly planned community by the 

Kennecott Company.  Later that evening, a 

group of attendees took part in a walking 

tour and pub crawl of Salt Lake City, where people learned 

about the cityôs local breweries and the stateôs unique liquor 

laws.  An evening choir rehearsal from the renowned Mor-

mon Tabernacle Choir rounded out the dayôs tours.   

A Graduate Student reception sponsored by the Buffalo Bill 

Historical Center also took place on Thursday, providing 

graduate student attendees an opportunity to mingle, net-

work, and discuss research interests.  Several graduate stu-

dents, ranging from those currently in MA programs to those 

pursuing a doctoral degree, attended the reception and enjoyed 

the opportunity to meet colleagues from around the nation.   

Friday morning began with a sold out breakfast sponsored by 

the Coalition for Western Womenôs History.  Due to the im-

mense popularity of this event, along with the Saturday lunch-

eon honoring Sue Armitage, the WHA conducted a last minute 

expansion of both events to accommodate the demand.   The 

Presidential Luncheon, which took place at the 23rd Floor Event 

Center of the Wells Fargo build-

ing, was a packed event.  Friday 

also witnessed the second annual 

Book Corral.  Forty-three authors 

representing a variety of presses 

participated in this yearôs book 

corral, a significant increase from 

last yearôs participation.  This 

event not only allows participants 

to purchase books and have them 

signed by the author, but it also 

helps the organization as all of the 

proceeds go towards the 

WHA Endowment fund.   

The evening concluded with a lovely reception sponsored by 

the Western Historical Quarterly in the Atrium of the Wells 

Fargo Building, followed by the WHA Awards Banquet.  

Those attending the Awards Banquet were treated to a elegant 

dinner in the Wasatch Vista Room, which provided a breathtak-

ing view of the nighttime cityscape.  After dinner, Virginia 

Scharff, the outgoing WHA president, discussed the importance 

of the WHAôs mission and later presented the winners of the 
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Bolton-Cutter Endowment Update 

Dear Fellow WHA Members: 

In the Spring newsletter, we appealed to members to help raise 

$10,000 to fund the Bolton-Cutter award, which awards an annual 

$500 article prize for the best article in Borderlands history.  We 

are pleased to report that, thanks to your generosity, we exceeded 

our  goal and raised $13,850 to date for this award.    

A special thanks to all of those who contributed and made this 

fundraising effort a smashing success! 

Utahôs Wasatch Range 
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various WHA awards with their plaques.  

The banquet ended with the ceremonial pass-

ing of the pelting knife to the new president, 

Sherry L. Smith.  After the ceremony, every-

one adjourned to the Atrium Room for an 

open party featuring the sounds of ñOne 

Night Stand.ò  The mood was light and jovial 

as people danced and mingled the night 

away.   

On the last day of the conference, many at-

tendees took part in one of two tours offered 

that day.  The first tour set out for a 90-

minute journey to Promontory Summit, 

where the Golden Spike was driven in on 

May 10, 1869 creating the first transconti-

nental railroad.   Those who wanted to stay in 

town had the option of visiting the Latter 

Day Saints Church Family History Library.  

This tour offered people the chance to re-

search family genealogy in the worldôs larg-

est genealogical library.  The library, created 

as a result of massive record gathering to 

perform vicarious baptisms on the deceased, 

holds records from over 100 countries, and 

the electronic database has records on over 

700 million individuals.   

The WHA staff would like to thank everyone 

who came to Salt Lake City to make this con-

ference a great success!  We look forward to 

seeing everyone at the conference next year, 

which will take place from October 7-10 in 

Denver, Colorado.  
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