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WHA abuzz in the Beehive State Fall 2008
By Berta Simic Bolton-Cutter Endowment Update

The 48 annual Western History Association conference {ga¥ar Fellow WHA Members:
place October 29-25™ 2008 in Salt Lake City, Utah. This . : ! el e o el i
year 6s theme was fARisky B Lgnfoqe(%p%ng &= se&g:&exéeaqp?pg QMg PGS 8r\?BrF"65 5

. . P und the utte ard, hlckhawards n annual
\?viteh szrIBé)Onres i .trant Tahrtilci satiny i(r: '[(;1161r cgn?erer?cg a:g— Oé)arrtiglenpqﬁz for fhe best aérti e in g(\érde anids His Og'ywep o
gis SP pating re pleased to report that, thanks to your generosity, we exceleded

tvities. our goal and raised $13,850 to date for this award.

The Wednesday program sessions were devoted to meth@dsyecial thanks to all of those who contributed and made thi
oIogles'of teaching Westgrn history in the2® classrqom. fundraising effort a smashing success!

Approximately 50 local high school teachers participatedtin
these sessions. That evening, conference attendees we pursuing a doctoral degree, attended the reception and enjoyed
treated to a welcoming reception sponsored by Chevron, the opportunity to meet colleagues from around the nation.

which took place in the Z3Floor Event Center of the Well Friday morning began with a sold out breakfast sponsored by
Fgrgo Bmldmg. The reception room boasted floortoceill; o coalition for Western Wome
wmdc_)ws offering bre_athtaklng views of Salt Lake Valley i ;anse popularity of this event, along with the Saturday lunch-

the city of Salt Lake itself. eon honoring Sue Armitage, the WHA conducted a last minute
The remainder of the week was loaded with exciting pro¢ €xpansion of both events to accommodate the demand. The
sessions, special events, and tours high- Presidential Luncheon, which took place at thé P®or Event
lighting the host city and state. Four tou Center of the Wells Fargo build-

took place on Thursday. The first tour vi ing, was a packed event. Friday

ited major landmarks in Salt Lake City | also witnessed the second annual

from the latter half of the 19th and 20th Book Corral. Fortysthree authors
centuries. For the second tour, a bus tog¢ ot ; - : | representing a variety of presses
interested participants on a thwstep tour e L Jparticipated in th

o

that included visits to he Kennecott Cop “—‘-*E—'lﬂ? corral, a significant increase from
Mine, the largest open pit mining operati¢ss e P l ast yeardés partic

|| event not only allows participants
1 to purchase books and have them
signed by the author, but it also

in the world, the company town of
Coppperton, and finally to Daybreak, an |
eccfriendly planned community by the
Kennecott Company. Later that evening helps the organization as all of the
group of attendees took part in a walking Ut ahos Wasatch Rang proceeds go towards the
tour and pub craw! of Salt Lake City, where people learnt WHA Endowment fund.

about the cityos local br tyeeyeningconcluded with a lovely reception sponsored By
laws. An evening choir rehearsal from the renowned Mo ¢ \yestern Historical Quarterly in the Atrium of the Wells
mon Tabernacle Choir 1 0UN gaq0Building, followed by the WHA Awards Banquet.

A Graduate Student reception sponsored by the Buffalo | Those attending the Awards Banquet were treated to a elegant
Historical Center also took place on Thursday, providing dinner in the Wasatch Vista Room, which provided a breathtak-
graduate student attendees an opportunity to mingle, net ing view of the nighttime cityscape. After dinner, Virginia

work, and discuss research interests. Several graduate : Scharff, the outgoing WHA president, discussed the importance
dents, ranging from those currently in MA programstotho f t he WHAGs mi ssion and | at e

g u e

Continued on Page 2

Founded in 1961, the Western History Association exists to promote the study of the North American
West in its varied aspects and broadest sense.
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Salt Lake City Capital Building (Photo courtesy

of Renee Laegreid) which will take place from OctoberI0 in
various WHA awards with their plaques.  Denver, Colorado.

The banquet ended with the ceremonial pass-

ing of the pelting knife to the new president,

Sherry L. Smith. After the ceremony, every-

one adjourned to the Atrium Room for an

open party featuring he sounds of @AOne

t
Ni ght Stand. o The mood was |l ight and jovi

as people danced and mingled the night
away.

On the last day of the conference, many at-
tendees took part in one of two tours offered
that day. The first tour set out for a-90
minute journey to Promontory Summit,

where the Golden Spike was driven in on
May 10, 1869 creating the first transconti-
nental railroad. Those who wanted to stay in
town had the option of visiting the Latter

Day Saints Church Family History Library.
This tour offered people the chance to re-
search family genealogy in the worl dobés
est genealogical library. The library, created
as a result of massive record gathering to
perform vicarious baptisms on the deceased,
holds records from over 100 countries, and
the electronic database has records on over
700 million individuals.

The WHA staff would like to thank everyone
who came to Salt Lake City to make this conB. Byron Price accepting the Caughey Prize for

| best book of the year in Western History for his
ference a great success! We look forward tObook titled Charles M. Russell: A Catalogue

seeing everyone at the conference next yearRaisonné (Photo courtesy of Henry E. Stamm,
IV, Ph.D.)




