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The 49th annual Western History Association conference 

took place on October 7thð10th, 2009, in Denver, Colo-

rado.   This yearôs theme was the ñWired Westò and the 

program included over 75 sessions.  This yearôs confer-

ence proved to be very popular with over 802 attendees 

participating in the conference activities.     

The Wednesday program sessions were devoted to meth-

odologies of teaching Western history in the K-20 class-

room.   Approximately 50 local high school teachers par-

ticipated in these sessions.   That evening, conference at-

tendees were treated to a welcoming reception, which took 

place in the 38th Floor Capitol Peak Ballroom in the 

Grand Hyatt conference tower.  The reception room 

boasted floor to ceiling windows offering breathtaking 

views of the Denver skyline.   

The remainder of the week was loaded 

with exciting program sessions, special 

events, and tours highlighting the host city 

and state.   Many conference participants 

took advantage of the four tours that were 

offered this year.  On Thursday, partici-

pants had the choice of taking the Civic 

Center Walking Tour or the Boulder Bus 

Tour, which allowed people to take in the 

sites of downtown Denver or explore 

themes about the post-World War II West 

along the foothills west of Denver.   

A Graduate Student reception sponsored 

by the Buffalo Bill Historical Center also 

took place on Thursday, providing gradu-

ate student attendees an opportunity to mingle, network, 

and discuss research interests.  Several graduate students, 

ranging from those currently in MA programs to doctoral 

candidates, attended the reception and enjoyed the oppor-

tunity to meet colleagues from around the nation.  Carol 

Higham and William Katerberg, co-authors of Conquests 

& Consequences: The American West from Frontier to 

Region, surprised students with an impromptu appearance 

and signed free copies of their books.   

Friday was chock full of events.  At the Presidential Lunch-

eon, Sherry Smith gave a well-received address on the sub-

ject of ñReconciliation and Restitution in the American 

West.ò   Friday also witnessed the third-annual Book Corral.  

Thirty authors representing a variety of presses participated 

in this yearôs book corral.   The Book Corral is an important 

event for the WHA.  Not only 

does it allow participants to pur-

chase books and have them 

signed by the author, but the 

proceeds from each book pur-

chase go directly to the WHA 

Endowment Fund.   

The evening concluded with the 

annual WHA Awards Banquet.  

Those in attendance enjoyed  an 

elegant dinner in the 38th Floor 

Capitol Peak Room.  The eve-

ning started off with a moving 

performance by Native Ameri-

can drummers from the Denver Singers Drum Group who 

performed a flag song and a veterans song. 

After dinner, the Honorable Mayor Hickenlooper gave an 

address about Denver and the West in the 21st Century, 

sharing anecdotes about his own role in the revitalization of 

the downtown Denver area.   

Sherry Smith , the outgoing WHA president, thanked every-
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Marking the WHAôs Fiftieth Anniversary (1961-2011) 

The WHA will celebrate its Semicentennial in 2011 at its 51st Annual 

Meeting in Oakland, California. At the WHAôs 2009 fall council 

meeting in Denver, Colorado, WHA President, Sherry Smith, ob-

served, ñBirthdays and anniversaries are times to celebrate. They are 

also occasions to reflect on the past and plan for the future.ò Agreeing 

with this sentiment, the WHA Council discussed a number of ways to 

mark this golden occasion, including creating a committee, called the 

ñNext Fifty Years Committee,ò to study the organizationôs future. 

(cont on page 7).  
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one who made this yearôs banquet a suc-

cess and, along with the Mayor, presented 

all of the WHA awards with their plaques.  

The banquet ended with the ceremonial 

passing of the pelting knife to the new 

president, John Wunder.   

On the last day of the conference, many 

attendees took part in one of two tours of-

fered that day.  The almost infamous pub 

crawl took place in Lower Downtown Den-

ver, which featured a guided walking tour 

by Tom Noel and associates along with 

stops at several establishments in the area.    

The second tour offered on Saturday took 

conference attendees on the Georgetown 

Loop train, with a stop at the Lebanon Sil-

ver Mine for an optional walking tour.  The 

evening ended with a sumptuous wild west 

dinner at the legendary Fort Restaurant 

with proprietress Holly Arnold-Kinney.   

The WHA staff would like to thank every-

one who came to Denver to make this con-

ference a great success!  We look forward 

to seeing everyone at the conference next 

year, which will take place from October 7

-10 at Incline Village in Lake Tahoe, Ne-

vada.  
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