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Mile High at the WHA Fall 2009

By Berta Simic Mar ki ng the WHA®S Fif-IOiLl&tlL An

The 49" annual Western History Association conferendghe WHA will celebrate its Semicentennial in 2011 at it$ Aanual
took place on October @h10th, 2009, in Denver, Colo{Meet i ng in Oakland, Californija. /
rado. This year 6s t he md@eeiggndenyer,ColoradoyHA Rregidenj ahermy Smithaoby g ¢
570G am (noluled aver 7Sl Eeueig lnttAnLS, gt hEt Rl
ence proved to be very popular with over 802 attendeeg;ih this sentiment, the WHA Council discussed a number of ways to
participating in the conference activities. mark this golden occasion, including creating a committee, called the

The Wednesday program sessions were devoted to m({yi\-:lfof] :)ageF)zl P87 vears Comml ooy« R
odologies of teaching Western history in the®class-

room. Approximately 50 local high school teachers pi
ticipated in these sessions. That evening, conference
tendees were treated to a welcoming reception, which Friday was chock full of events. At the Presidential Lunch-
place in the 38th Floor Capitol Peak Ballroom in the  eon, Sherry Smith gave a we#iceived address on the sub-

g, N = 0

and signed free copies of their books.

Grand Hyatt conference tower. The receptionroom j ect of HfAReconciliation and
boasted floor to ceiling windows offering breathtaking We s 't . 0 Fri day -arnslBookCadral.es s
views of the Denver skyline. Thirty authors representing a variety of presses participated

. in this yearods book corral
The rem_a_mder of the week_ was Ioad(_ed event for the WHA. Not only
with exciting program sessions, special T

does it allow participants to pur-
chase books and have them
i signed by the author, but the
i proceeds from each book pur-
___ chase go directly to the WHA
8 Endowment Fund.

events, and tours highlighting the host «
and state. Many conference participar
took advantage of the four tours that we
offered this year. On Thursday, partici-
pants had the choice of taking the Civig
Center Walking Tour or the Boulder Bu
Tour, which allowed people to take in t
sites of downtown Denver or explore
themes about the pegforld War Il West
along the foothills west of Denver.

The evening concluded with the
annual WHA Awards Banquet.
Those in attendance enjoyed an
elegant dinner in the 38th Floor

. / Capitol Peak Room. The eve-
A Graduate Stut_:lent. rec_ep“(m SPONSOr€Fenyer skyline (Photo courtesy ofHenry E. Stamm, ning started off with a moving
by the Buffalo Bill Historical Center alsolv, ph.D.) performance by Native Ameri-

took place on Thursday, providing gradu- . can drummers from the Denver Singers Drum Group who
ate student attendees an opportunity to mingle, netwo
performed a flag song and a veterans song.

and discuss research interests. Several graduate stuc
ranging from those currently in MA programs to doctor After dinner, the Honorable Mayor Hickenlooper gave an
candidates, attended the reception and enjoyed the of address about Denver and the West in the 21st Century,
tunity to meet colleagues from around the nation. Car sharing anecdotes about his own role in the revitalization of
Higham and William Katerberg, eauthors ofConquests the downtown Denver area.

& Consequences: The American West from Frontier tc

Region surprised students with an impromptu appeara Sherry Smith , the outgoing WHA president, thanked every-

Continued on Page 2

Founded in 1961, the Western History Association exists to promote the study of the North American
West in its varied aspects and broadest sense.
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University of New Mexico
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University of California, San
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University of Arizona

Sherry Smith (2011)
Southern Methodist University
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University of Montana
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Williams College
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Barbara Reyes (2010)
University of New Mexico

William Bauer, Jr. (2010)
University of Wyoming

B. Byron Price (2010)
University of Oklahoma -Russell
Center
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Historical Research Assoc.

Marsha Weisiger (2011)
New Mexico State University

Georgetown Loop Tour (Photo courtesy of Dan
Rust)

one who made this yeards
cess and, along with the Mayor, presented

all of the WHA awards with their plaques.

The banquet ended with the ceremonial

passing of the pelting knife to the new

president, John Wunder.

banquet a

On the last day of the conference, many
attendees took part in one of two tours of-
fered that day. The almost infamous pub
crawl took place in Lower Downtown Den-
ver, which featured a guided walking tour

by Tom Noel and associates along with - 0 the Caughey Pri
. . ekka Hamalalnen accepting the Caugney rPrize
stops at several establishments in the areg, - Mayor Hickenlooper for The Comanche

The second tour offered on Saturday took Empire. (Photo courtesy of Henry E. Stamm, IV,
conference attendees on the Georgetown Ph.D.)

Loop train, with a stop at the Lebanon Sil-

ver Mine for an optional walking tour. The

evening ended with a sumptuous wild west

dinner at the legendary Fort Restaurant

with proprietress Holly Arnol&kKinney.

The WHA staff would like to thank every-
one who came to Denver to make this con-
ference a great success! We look forward
to seeing everyone at the conference next
year, which will take place from October 7
-10 at Incline Village in Lake Tahoe, Ne-

vada Gordon Bakken: Award of Merit & Honorary
' Life Member award winner (Photo courtesy of

Henry E. Stamm, IV, Ph.D.)

suc-



